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District Update by Michael Fox
Due to the success of the new
students can use the Wikiproject
in so far this year.
preschool, Demarest Early
feature to work collaboratively on To further enhance our reading
Learners (DEL), the Demarest
a project, incorporating both text
program, students at County
Board of Education is extremely
and multimedia to demonstrate
Road School and Luther Lee
excited to share that a second
their learning. Finally, Demarest
Emerson School have been using
preschool class has been added parents have access to
the Phonics First reading
for the current school year.
PowerSchool accounts and can
program. This reading program is
Registration for our 3 and 4 year see the exciting things going on in based on the Orton Gillingham
old
their children’s classes.
multisensory reading program and
	
   program is now open for the
2017-2018 school year. For an
is being implemented in grades
application and a registration
At Luther Lee Emerson School,
K-2. Students participate in a
appointment, please refer to the
fourth grade students are
variety of daily activities to help
district’s website at https://
engaging in a variety of
them to learn critical phonics
demarestsd.schoolwires.net.
challenging S.T.E.M. activities
skills, such as three part drills
with Mr. Chris Nerkizian. The
using white boards and sand
In the middle school, we
push-in program has given fourth trays, and writing “red words,” or
integrated a new student data
graders the opportunity to engage sight words, using rubber screens
system called PowerSchool
in the engineering design process and crayons. All staff has
Learning. This has moved the 1:1 and to work collaboratively to
received extensive training from a
laptop initiative to a whole new
solve a variety of real-world
Phonics First certified trainer that
platform. Students now have one challenges. Mr. Chris Nerkizian
includes coaching visits.
place where they can access all
uses Google Classroom to deliver
of their classes and assignments, tutorials, instructions, and
For continued updated
helping to enhance organizational examples to students for each of information and more exciting
skills and foster independence.
the challenges. Designing the
news, please visit our website at
Teachers can easily communicate largest paper roller coaster to fit in http://demarestsd.schoolwires.net
with students through this learning the parameters of a certain space, or download our new app on your
management system and can
as well as a Google Draw
smartphone.
implement features such as a
challenge, which asks students to
“flipped classroom”, online
create a model of the layers of the
discussions, and online
Earth, are just two of the exciting
assessments. Additionally,
projects students have engaged
Newscasting Club at LLE by Denise Karrenberg and Chris Nerkizian
At Luther Lee Emerson School,
Students are responsible for
lunch menus, special guests, and
Mrs. Denise Karrenberg and Mr.
gathering information and
more. So be sure to tune in to the
Chris Nerkizian have started a
brainstorming story ideas on their
Monday morning newscasts which
Newscasting Club for fourth
own time. Meeting deadlines and
are posted on the Luther Lee
graders. The news crew meets
public speaking play a big role in
Emerson homepage for the school
twice a week to discuss upcoming the production of each week’s
and community to view.
events, film footage, compose
edition. Some of the segments in
articles, and record episodes.
each episode include the weather,
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County Road School Playground by Gina Long and Lauren Licameli
The Demarest community is
Herz were on the committee to
climbing as well as the many
thrilled with the wonderful addition design a functional playground for slides, balance beams, and
of the County Road School
young children. A representative
stepping stools.
playground, which was
from GameTime® met with them
generously funded by the
as well. The playground is made
Demarest Parent Teacher
of vibrant colors, durable
Organization. The official ribbon
materials, and contains large
cutting ceremony took place on
coverings to provide shade for the
September 23rd, 2016. Mr.
children. The equipment allows for
Frank Mazzini, Mrs. Lauren
fine and gross motor
Licameli, Mrs. Gina Long, Mrs.
development. During recess, the
Tina Schweid, and Mr. Daniel
children have been enjoying rock

Schmitty The Weather Dog by Gina Long and Lauren Licameli
The Demarest Parent Teacher
the story, students used their
taught how to remember the
Organization sponsored a
predicting and inferencing skills.
words through an interactive song
wonderful assembly on Schmitty Schmitty then enamored the
in which they used their bodies
The Weather Dog based on the
children and helped Ms. Elly and and movement. In addition to
book written by Elly McGuire and Weatherman Ron teach weather being a thoroughly enjoyable
illustrated by Simon Estrada. Elly words in a fun and interesting
event, the assembly also
McGuire, the author, Schmitty, a
way. These words included
correlated to the Next Generation
Yorkshire Terrier, and Ron Trotta, tornado, fog, rain, hail, sun,
Science Standards.
a weatherman, came to County
moon, clouds, and precipitation.
Road School from New York City Students volunteered to act out
for the assembly. As Ms. Elly read the vocabulary and were also
Seesaw for Second Grade by Katelyn Hubener
Second graders at Luther Lee
Parents are able to see their
Emerson School have started
child’s work and hear how well
using an amazing iPad application they are reading. Students also
called Seesaw. This is a digital
love to document other work that
portfolio that allows students to
they feel proud of, which has been
upload their classwork. The best
special projects, Lego creations
part about this app is that parents from center time, and word
are able to instantly see their
problems that students worked
child’s work and can even “like” or hard to complete. Students have
comment on the work. Parents
the option of adding a voice
download the free Seesaw app on recording to their work, which they
their phones and are notified when enjoy doing.
their child posts something new.
Parents can then choose to add a Another favorite feature is the
text comment, a voice comment,
draw and record tool. Students
or press a heart button to show
have the ability to act as the
they love their work. All of these
teacher with this feature. When a
responses motivate the students. Seesaw user clicks the draw and
record icon, a digital whiteboard
Typically, students will complete a appears. This allows for recording
writing piece, take a photo of it,
of the drawing and voice. This is a
and record themselves reading it. great tool for explaining how to

solve math problems. Parents are
able to see the way students are
taught in school and this helps
them to reinforce the skills at
home. Seesaw has become a goto app for the second grade
teachers as they love the way it
documents student work and
keeps parents informed of what is
going on in the classrooms.
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Science Olympiad by Joanne Werner
For the first time, students from
Demarest Middle School
participated in the Science
Olympiad, which is a national
organization working for over 30
years to increase engagement in
the field of science for all types
of students. Every season, 23
events are released.
Participating students prepare
for all 23 events until the final
selection of ten events are
chosen for the competitions. The
DMS Robotics and Engineering
Team dedicated two months to
building towers out of glue and
balsa wood, assembling rubber

band powered monoplanes,
designing a windmill blade
assembly, as well as researching
and compiling notes on anatomy
& physiology, rocks & minerals,
diseases, and microbes. The
team of 20 students traveled to
Union County College on
January 10th. Amidst much
hustle and bustle, the students
were relaxed yet excited,
enjoying the opportunity to show
off their work while observing
veteran teams in action. The
students had an admirable
showing, placing 12th out of 20
teams. A special congratulations

goes to Riley Person and Sarah
Slowikowski for having the
highest finish for our team in the
Rocks and Minerals event. The
underclassmen are
enthusiastically looking forward
to competing and participating
next year.

Amazing Academic Enrichment at DMS by Kelly Stevens
Genius Hour, Coding, Public
Speaking and Debate,
Independent Service Learning,
Engineering and Experiments are
just a few of the many Academic
Enrichment Programs that all
Demarest Middle School
students experience each year.
These Academic Enrichment
Program classes, or AEPs, offer
each student an opportunity to
participate in a variety of different
curricular activities. These
classes are created by teachers,
based on a passion or interest
they have and would like to share
with students.

courses.

courses to evolve based on both
teacher and student interest, as
The variety of course offerings
well as current trends in
gives students the chance to
education and the world. For a
experience potential career areas complete list of this year’s
and possibly develop an interest courses, please visit the
in a particular area. There is a
Curriculum tab on the Demarest
little something for everyone, as Middle School website.
programs are offered in the areas
of science, fine & visual arts,
math, world language, social
sciences, technology, and
literacy. In addition, these
programs are a great entry point
for students to think about related
electives they may want to take
at the high school level.

The AEPs comprise 20%, or two
periods, of a DMS student’s day.
Each grade level has 8 academic
enrichment classes, which run for
a marking period. Students have
two of these classes per day, so,
by the end of the year, they will
have experienced all eight

Each year the courses are
reviewed and the teachers are
offered the chance to propose a
new program. For example, new
this year are Independent
Service Learning in 7th grade,
and Public Speaking in 5th
Grade. This flexibility allows
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