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Class Of 2017 Graduation by Toby Murphy
On June 22, 2017, the Class of
2017 left the hallowed hallways
of Demarest Middle School
during the annual graduation
exercises. Mr. John Zemba
directed the concert band in
playing processional music as
	
  
the graduates entered the
courtyard. Catie Frank, class
vice-president, led the graduates
and attendees in the flag salute.
Jessica Freeman, class
president, then spoke to and
introduced the graduates, which
was followed by remarks from
DMS Principal Mr. Jonathan
Regan.

graduates. The Class of 2017,
represented by class secretary,
Connie Yu, presented a gift of
laptop chargers for classrooms
as a gift to the school. An
additional gift was given to the
town library, presented by class
treasurer, Andrew Kyung. These
gifts were small tokens of
gratitude for all the Demarest
Middle School community has
done for the graduates over the
past four years.

Mrs. Holzberg and Mr. Fox then
awarded the graduates their
diplomas, signifying the
culmination of their hard work
District Superintendent, Mr.
and persistence. Mrs. Tracey
Michael Fox, gave his own kind Collins, PTO Co-President,
words and officially introduced
delivered the PTO awards
the graduates. Mrs. Diane
following the diplomas. The
Holzberg, President of the Board Leadership Award was given to
of Education, then addressed
Jessica Freeman, and the
and congratulated the
Citizenship Award was

presented to Dayna Ruddock.
Next, Michelle Lee and Isabel
Shklyar were given the
Scholarship Award. Lastly, DEA
Presidents, Joanne Werner and
Michelle Greenberg presented
the Genevieve Johnson
Academic Growth Award to
Keven Rodriquez.
Mr. Regan concluded the
ceremony with closing remarks,
which were promptly followed by
the concert band performing as
the graduates processed past
friends and family. The Class of
2017 is more than ready for a
successful journey through high
school and is excited for the
endless possibilities awaiting.
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District Update by Michael Fox
2016-2017
As the 2016-2017 school year
concludes, I reflect on the
second year of our very
successful STEM program and a
1:1 computing initiative at
Demarest Middle School (DMS).
I am proud that our STEM
Enrichment group won a regional
tournament in Waldwick and
participated in a “Shark Tank”
competition for engineering and
design. Two new AEP classes
were created: Public Speaking
and Debate, and Service
Learning. Furthermore, the DMS
Student Council and KARE Club
spearheaded initiatives for
charitable endeavors, and 2017
was the start of our first mental
health and wellness fair! The
administrative team and I
commend the hard work and
diligence of our sixth grade
Media class and eighth grade
Journalism class. As we continue
to build upon our community
outreach, we value their very
creative news productions which
can be found on our website,
http://
demarestsd.schoolwires.net

technology. With this infusion of
STEM in the classroom, I am
happy to report a program will be
initiated in the third grade in the
2017-2018 school year.
To enhance communication and
build upon our utilization of
technology, the fourth graders
volunteered to be part of a
newscasting program. Students
quickly learned how to become
reporters, cameramen/women
and work collaboratively in order
to produce a weekly news
program in the classrooms. In
addition, LLE received a Bergen
County Utilities Authority grant
for growing indoor hydroponics
plants. In the spring of 2018, the
plants will be transplanted to the
LLE courtyard.
At County Road School (CRS),
we adopted a new Phonics First
Program for K-2 grades to help
improve the students’ phonemic
awareness and increase their
reading skills. This year, a new
preschool program was opened
and was a tremendous success.
I am proud to announce that we
will be expanding to four
preschool classes next year; two
three year old classes and two
four year old classes.

At Luther Lee Emerson School
(LLE), a STEM program was
started in fourth grade and was
quite successful with students
completing projects that required
them to work hands-on with
Our buildings and grounds are

continually monitored and
upgraded when appropriate. At
CRS, a playground was installed
for our new preschool children
and due to the generosity of our
PTO, our existing K-2
playground was replaced. Phase
II of this playground project will
be completed over the summer.
The building also received
window replacements, as well as
security upgrades. At LLE, a
replacement section of the roof
and chimney were repaired and
security upgrades were also
done. A new driveway to
Belmar Street was created to
improve traffic flow during the
morning and afternoons. At
DMS, a new sidewalk was
installed along Orchard Road as
well as side railings on the steps.
We are glad to have made these
necessary upgrades to our
buildings this year.
As always, please visit us at
http://
demarestsd.schoolwires.net for
news and
information. You can also search
“Demarest Schools” in your app
store.
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Demarest Highlights
DMS STEM Team
Demarest Middle School’s STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
Team came in 1st Place Overall in Waldwick
Middle School’s STEAM contest. This year's
team, headed by Mrs. Bridget DiMartini and
Mrs. Therese Fortunato, consisted of Erica
Choe, Gavin Wong, Daniel Kim, Sachin
Kirtane, Elman Yip, and Andrew Tandler.

DMS Poster Contest Winner
Sabrina Perez, eighth grade, was awarded
first place in the AAA Traffic Safety Poster
Contest, opened to New Jersey students in
grades k-12. Sabrina’s winning design may
be featured in local and national AAA traffic
safety education materials, social media
pages, websites, and promotions. Sabrina
created her design under the guidance of
Visual Arts teacher, Ms. Maureen
Desmond.

Mother’s Day at CRS
At Country Road School, mothers of
preschool students were guests of honor in
celebration of Mother’s Day. They enjoyed
fun activities with their children.	
  

LLE Hydroponic Stations
At Luther Lee Emerson School, students used
hydroponics stations in order to grow
vegetables. Students learned about and
watched the life cycle of a plant from its
inception. Plants will be transplanted into the
school garden for students to extend their
knowledge about the process.

LLE’s Dorney Poetry Contest Winners

	
  Fourth graders, Grayson Galli and Jordyn
Semegran, participated in the Dorney Poetry
Contest this year. Their talents led them to
representing Luther Lee Elementary School at
Northern Valley Poetry Festival where they read
their original poems.

LLE Second Graders
Second graders at Luther Lee Emerson School
presented “United We Stand” at their annual
show. The audience was engaged due to the
talent of all those students who participated. The
show focused on the importance of freedom and
how our country gained independence.
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