Chalkboard
Demarest Middle School and Luther Lee Emerson School
Receive Prestigious Designation
As part of its ongoing approach to
developing 21st century learners who
can succeed in an increasingly
challenging college and career
environment, the New Jersey
Department of Education is fostering
a cohort of schools that earned the
distinction of being considered
“Future Ready.” With over 2500
schools found in New Jersey, only 104
schools received the designation and
the Demarest Board of Education is
proud to announce that both Luther
Lee Emerson (LLE) and Demarest
Middle School (DMS) received this
prestigious honor for the second year.

This certification was far more
rigorous than the equivalent 2017
certification that both schools
received during the inaugural Future
Ready cycle.
A detailed narrative of what makes
LLE and DMS Future Ready was
submitted, as well as a video for each
school. The LLE video was created by
Mr. Nerkizian and Ms. Karrenberg
with the 4th grade news casting team.
The videos can be found on the
district homepage:
https://demarestsd.schoolwires.net.

From le( to right: Mr. Alevrontas, board trustee; Ms. Holzberg, board president,
Ms. Governale, board trustee
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Construction at Demarest Middle School
by Jonathan Regan and Toby Murphy
Demarest Middle School is proud to
announce that construction has begun on
a recently designed drama and
performing arts center, which will be
ready for use in September of 2019. The
intent of building a drama and
performing arts center is to bolster
performing arts offerings which will
provide students with a well-rounded
middle school experience. The project
will create space for the dance, drama,
and music program at the middle school.
A dedicated recording booth will also be
created. This will allow students and staff
to learn audio engineering and recording
techniques.
While the construction will bolster
performing arts offerings, the school
currently has a variety of opportunities
for students. The middle school offers
concert band, jazz band, rock band, and
general music courses as well as chorus.
Beginning this year, Demarest Middle
School has started to offer ukulele
ensemble. In addition, the school play is
being produced by music teacher Ms.
Urban in partnership with the Demarest
Parent Teacher Organization. We are
proud to announce that this year the
school will be performing High School
Musical, which will be held on February
8th and 9th.

Creating this drama and performing arts
center will allow students who are
interested in the arts to continue to
develop their interests and skills. Next
year, the school intends to add to its
performing arts offerings to best enrich
the learning experience for students.
The addition of this room will allow for
changes to the use of the building. The
previous band room will be made into two
rooms dedicated to both Spanish and
health classes. In addition, the
gymnasium at the middle school will have
air-conditioning installed to better
facilitate physical education classes in the
warmer months.
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American Education Week at CRS and LLE
By Frank Mazzini
This year, County Road School
(CRS) and Luther Lee Emerson
(LLE) joined the country in
celebrating American Education
Week from November 12th
through 16th. This week, which is
sponsored by the National
Education Association (NEA),
offers the opportunity to celebrate
public education. The events
during the week also honors
individuals who make a difference
in children’s lives.
To kick off the week, Drop
Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.)
day offered students and staff time
to read for a half an hour. Students
were able to stop their regular
routine to enjoy time to read. On
Teacher Switch Day, teachers
switched with a colleague to
conduct a fun activity with another
class outside their usual schedule.
The students and staff had fun
working with other grades and
classes. During Spirit Day students
and staff wore spirit wear to show
their Wildcat spirit.
As the week continued, each grade
level collected a different food item
to donate to the Office of Concern
Food Pantry in Englewood, NJ. As
always, Demarest families were

generous and the school provided assistance
to many families in the area. To end the week,
students were asked to bring in a thank you
note or card to give to a teacher,
paraprofessional, counselor, secretary,
custodian, or any staff member. This note
allowed students to express gratitude for the
hard work a particular staff member does.
It was a fun and successful week and the
students participated and showed their
support for all educators.
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The Influence of Laptops
by Zoe Lobel and Gianna Galli, grade 8
As students who have had laptops for
the past four years, the class of 2019
has seen how the accessibility of
technology has impacted learning.
This has helped students develop as
21st century learners. In addition,
taking these tools home allows
students to practice skills and lessons
at their own pace. Students have also
learned responsibility and
independence. Having access to their
laptops allows students to take the
work home that is done in school by
continuing to use various resources
given to them.
By accessing various sites like IXL,
students have learned more efficient
and productive ways to practice
various mathematical concepts. These
have allowed for students to see
individual areas that they may need to
develop in a more efficient way, which
has allowed for growth in math skills.
In terms of writing, using laptops for
four years has allowed students to
develop in their writing skills as they
are now more efficient and productive
writers. Students have grown in their
editing and revising skills as they can
consistently work on their writing and
receive feedback from teachers. Being

able to access Google Drive, students
can share various projects with others
in order to spend time to work
independently at home but also
communicate with others in order to
develop collaboration skills.
Working with laptops for four years
have prepared students for next steps
in their educational careers and for
the real world. Students from
Demarest are now prepared for the
work they will be doing at the high
school level and will be able to thrive
in a college or work environment
upon graduation from high school.
Learning how to be an efficient 21st
century learner will help each student
later in life.
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Kids Caring at LLE
by Danielle Spence and Anna Kuzdraj
The Kids4Caring club at LLE has
started another fun and meaningful
session this fall with community
service projects for the students
involved. Kids4Caring is open to all
students in grades 2-4 that are
interested in learning how to help
others in and out of the community.
The club meets once a month with
school psychologist Ms. Kuzdraj and
school counselor Mrs. Spence.
Meetings consist of hands-on service
projects, guest speakers from local
non-profit organizations, and
discussion of how members can show
caring within the community.
Kids4Caring’s first meeting discussed
the annual Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF collection. Students were
asked to bring UNICEF collection
boxes along with them while trick-ortreating. This initiative raised
$618.80, which will go toward
helping children around the world
gain access to appropriate healthcare,
clean water, food, and school
resources. Kids4Caring also plans to
run coat and food drives in the future,
as well as the annual lemonade stand.
Every June, students have fun serving
lemonade to fellow classmates at
dismissal for $1.00 each. Kids4Caring
then decides how to donate the
money.

In years past, Kids4Caring has made
donations to The Center for Food
Action in Englewood NJ, UNICEF,
and CLAWS in Closter. It is never too
late to join. If your child is interested
in joining Kids4Caring, email
spenced@nvnet.org or
kuzdraja@nvnet.org for more
information.
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Preschool Parent Workshop
by Janna Geller and Kim Aiello
Parents of the three-year-old
preschool classes were invited to
participate in a healthy eating
workshop presented by Ms. Geller,
Speech Therapist, and Ms. Aiello,
Occupational Therapist on October
23rd. Both presenters are part of the
Demarest Child Study Team and also
provide weekly lessons to the
Demarest Early Learners, the
district’s preschool program. This
parent workshop was designed to
increase awareness on how feeding
and food impacts a child’s speech and
motor development. Many parents
have expressed that their children are
very picky eaters and mealtime is a
big problem. It is important to make
sure all students are safe while eating.
Pros and cons of current food trends,
such as pouches and food and drinks
on the go, were discussed. Additional
topics reviewed included strategies to
make mealtime easier for picky eaters
and the importance of learning to use
utensils. Snack and lunchtime
suggestions were made to make the
presentation fun and enjoyable. In
addition to these strategies and
suggestions, the presentation also
covered how muscles used while
eating influence speech development.

A variety of textures and foods are
important to develop the muscles in
the oral cavity. Proper seating choices
and body posture are equally
important and were demonstrated in
order to improve muscle and trunk
control.
Snack and lunchtime are perfect
learning times for young children.
The goal is to make it fun, beneficial,
and safe.
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Welcome New Staff!
The Demarest Board of Education is pleased to welcome six new teaching staff
members this year. These teachers bring a wealth of knowledge, excitement and
experiences to our students, and we are very happy they have joined our district.

Ms. Emily Yoon,
CRS Kindergarten

Ms. Elvia Acosta,
DMS Spanish

Ms. Erica Lipper,
CRS Resource Room

Ms. Diana Colondres,
DMS Spanish

Ms. Sara Lesnik,
LLE Basic Skills

Ms. Stephanie Zuidervliet,
DMS Resource Room

Board of Education
Diane Holzberg
President
Kristie Woods
Vice President
Theodore Alevrontas
Erica Cantatore
Christen Governale
Ammu Kirtane
Sheila Verna

Michael Fox,
Superintendent
Thomas Perez
Business Administrator

Editors:

Toby Murphy
murphyt@nvnet.org

ECRWS
Victoria Zimmerman
zimmermanv@nvnet.org
Postal Patron
Demarest, NJ 07627

Demarest Board of Education
568 Piermont Road
Demarest, NJ 07627
http://demarestsd.schoolwires.net
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@DemarestSchools

