Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is my great hope that everyone is enjoying the summer and getting some rest and
relaxation. Since June, our construction project at County Road School has been
underway and completion is anticipated at the end of this school year. In addition, many
other facility upgrades are taking place in the district such as new windows, doors, and
new front steps at Demarest Middle School.
As we know last year we endured a school year of uncertainty, and this year we will
experience challenges as well. However, we are much more prepared for this having gone
through the 20/21 school year. The administration and I are optimistic that we will open in
September without less restrictions in place last school year.
As a New Jersey school district, we receive guidance from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the New Jersey Department of Health and the Bergen County Department
of Health In Bergen County, there are 11 different local health departments; Demarest is
part of the Bergen County Department of Health (BCDOH). We report, receive, and follow
the guidance/recommendations/mandates of the BCDOH. Therefore, we will continue to
adhere to all medical-related guidance from them in the new school year.
Our expectation will continue to be that health officials make decisions based on medical
research as opposed to leaving it to the discretion of individual districts. We are bound by
the mandates set forth and will follow those orders. It is with great hope that all of the
health departments in the county will meet and create one recommendation for all of the
districts to follow.
Here are some protocol highlights for this year as compared to last year. Please note that
per the evolving guidelines, any and all plans outlined herein are subject to change based
on local rates of transmission, local, state, and federal mandates.

Resources:
Governor Murphy Mask Announcement
Executive Order 251
The Road Forward
COVID-19 Vaccine - CDC
NJDOH Vaccine Information
CDC- Close Contact Definition/Exception
Previous generations have had to deal with challenges that impacted society in profound
ways. Covid-19 is a major challenge of our lifetime and while it might present with unique
circumstances, we will use this event as a catalyst to come together as a community to
support one another and ensure that we provide students with the necessary tools to meet
this and future challenges. When educators and parents work together, we provide a
powerful model for this generation to understand how to remain positive and problem
solve for the greater good.
Thank you to all students, staff, and parents for your continued support, flexibility, and
patience.
Please know we will continue to communicate with all stakeholders and will make the
2021-2022 school year a success for all that are a part of the Demarest Public Schools.

Sincerely,
Michael Fox
Superintendent

